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                 Tillingbourne Trails – Chilworth 

 
Distance 4.5/5km Duration approx. 1.5/2.5hrs 

 

Moderate level of difficulty (steep climb to hilltop)  

 

 

Start at top of Vera's Path on the left side 

of Chilworth C of E Infant School (GU4 

8NP), which is next to the Percy Arms pub. 

Parking on road (A248). 

 

*Note the leaflets for the Gunpowder 

Mills Heritage Trail, available at each 

entrance, which will provide more detail 

on the remains and structures 

themselves* 

  

Cross over the bridge into the Chilworth 

Gunpowder Works and picnic area, and 

follow the path to the right, which follows 

the old tramway, before veering to the right 

and running along the edge of the New Cut 

stream. 

 

 

 

 

As you follow the path, you will pass the 

incorporating mills on your left, which you can 

go down into and explore. Continue on this path 

until it reaches the gate (and eastern entrance to 

the Middle Works). 

 

 

 

Turn right onto the road, and almost 

immediately cross the stile on the opposite 

side, over into the field. 

*Note: detour return point* 

 

 

 

 

Take the small path diagonally across the 

fields, crossing the stile at the other end. 
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Then cross the second field, following the 

left side of the ditch. *Be aware that 

horses roam this field* As you look left 

(in the second field), you will see a row of 

triangular roofs amongst the trees, which 

are part of Admiralty cordite works. 

      

 

 

 

Cross the small stream at the stile and 

footbridge, following the path between the 

fences to Postford Pond. Looking left, 

you can see a small pond with the remains 

of more of the works on the far shore. 

  

 

 

*Note: This path can become very muddy and impassable in winter. If so, a 

detour can be made by doubling back to the road by the Middle Works entrance 

and going south to Lockner Farm and the A248. Follow the A248 west and take 

the next path north to rejoin the route at Postford Pond* 

 

At the road junction at Postford Pond's 

corner, turn left and follow around its left 

side. Note the mill channel on the left as 

you cross over the water, which belonged 

to the mill which closed in 1997. 

 

 

 

 

 

Carry on with the pond to your right. 

 

 

 

 

 

As the road continues to Waterloo Pond 

(bending to the left), take the right path 

(with the pond on the left and the 

Tillingbourne on the right).  
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At the road junction (A248), turn left onto 

the drive signed footpath, past the houses, 

with the pond on your left.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then take the paved path into a front garden, 

which is a right of way. Follow the slab path 

through the garden and past the greenhouse to the 

back of the garden. 

 

 

 

 

Carry on following the path into the 

woods, over the stile. At the road end, turn 

right onto the plank path, passing a house 

on your left. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow the path through the woods, with 

the Tillingboure meandering below. This is 

the site where charcoal was produced. As 

the path begins to climb up, you will be 

able to look down to your left onto the 

Works, through the trees below. 

 

 

 

Continue as the path climbs steeply up the 

hill, eventually turning into a sandy track, 

which will end at a junction at the top. 

 

 

 

 

 

Turn left, and follow the sandy path, 

passing the WW2 pillbox (part of the 

North Downs defence line of invasion) on 

your right. 
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As you continue along this path, you will 

come to the junction of the Downs Link. 

 

**Option B here to extend the walk by 

0.5km and continue along the path to St 

Martha's Church. You can also carry on 

to the church but then return back to 

this point, taking the Downs Link down 

the hill. Please note that the longer Option B's path downhill by Chilworth 

Manor is extremely steep and best avoided in all but ideal weather conditions. 

Otherwise continue with the following directions**  

 

Turn left to follow the Downs Link downhill (or if returning from the church, turning 

right). Follow the bending track down through the woods and between the fields to 

the track junction at the bottom. Turn right and follow the path along the edge of the 

vineyard to its corner, which meets the small path near Chilworth Manor, opposite the 

one descending from St Martha’s Hill (note the WW2 defensive pillbox across the 

field near the barn). 

 

Turn left down this path and carry on down 

the hill, taking the permissive path between 

the fields (the vineyard will be on your left 

as you continue to descend between the 

two fences). 

*Note this junction will also be passed in 

Option B* 

  

 

 

Go through the gate back into the 

Gunpowder Works and follow the path 

over the wooden pack horse bridge.  

 

 

 

 

Fork left on the path to the track junction, 

and then left again, arriving back at the 

picnic area.  

 

 

 

 

 

As you reach the picnic area, take the right 

path back to the bridge, crossing over it to 

return up Vera’s path and the A248. 
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**Option B** 

 

At the Downs Link junction, continue 

straight on the path up the hill to St 

Martha’s Church. Although you will 

shortly reach another fork in the path, stay 

to the right on the upper path, which leads 

to the church. 

 

 

 

 

From the church, take the path just to its 

south (through its gate) which extends 

down the hill. *Take heed that this path 

is extremely steep and likely to be 

slippery in winter months* 

 

 

 

Carry on along the path, passing Chilworth 

Manor on your right. When you get to the 

public road and the junction with the 

vineyard, do not carry on straight, but turn 

right.  

 

 

 

Continue on the road as it bends to the left, passing the pond on the left (and channels 

from the former mill buildings on the right). 

 

Continue on the road (Halfpenny 

Lane/Blacksmith Lane) as it bends sharply 

to the left, carrying on back towards the 

main road. As you pass the pond on your 

left (and mill building and channels on 

your right), turn left through the gates past 

West Lodge gatehouse into the 

Gunpowder Works (the western entrance 

for the Middle Works). 

 

Follow the track through the Works, passing the 

expense magazine on your right and corning and 

mixing houses on your left, as well as the steam 

incorporating mills and edge-runner blast bank. 

 

Continue to the picnic area, and cross the bridge to 

return up Vera’s path to the A248. 
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